COMPILATION OF APPLICABLE HOUSEKEEPING STANDARDS
Massachusetts State Codes  (105 CMR 410.000)

1.  Inoperable toilets, wash basin, shower/tub, sink, stove

2.  Exits – anything that prevents emergency egress
3.  Accumulation of “garbage, rubbish, filth or other cause of sickness...or provide(s) food…or harborage for rodents, insects, other pests or…contributes to accidents”

4.  Inoperable smoke detector (and carbon monoxide detectors in Boston)

5.  Anything else which “…endanger(s) or materially impair(s) health or safety”

HUD Section 8 Housing Quality Standards (HQS Ch 10)
1. Bathroom
· Tub/shower, toilet, basin must be operable and adequate for personal cleanliness

· Drains not clogged, toilet flushable

· No hazards from leaks, broken fixtures

2. Kitchen

· Space and equipment to store, prepare and serve food in sanitary manner

· Working oven, stove (microwave) refrigerator

· Sanitary disposal of waste

3.  Other rooms

· Safe heating system with adequate heat and proper clearance from combustible materials
· Safe electrical fixtures/wiring; 

· no “exposed, uninsulated or frayed wires”

· no “improper connections, insulation or grounding”

· no “overloading or wires lying in or near standing water” or other unsafe place

4.  Air quality must be free of air pollutants that “threaten health” 

· “carbon monoxide, sewer gas, fuel gas, dust or other harmful” pollutants

· Openable window in each room

5.  Sanitary standards
· Free of rodents or accumulation of trash that harbors rodents or vermin

· Infestation defined as “more than one bug or (rodent)”

· Operable smoke detectors

6. Illumination

· Enough to permit “normal indoor activities”

· Electrical outlets for essential appliances

DHCD Standards (State Sanitary Code 105CMR 410 and HUD HQS Ch 8 and 24 CFR 982)
1.  Exits not readably usable due to ...debris, storage, air conditioner in exit window, inoperable door or lock
2.  Garbage and debris, a “heavy accumulation…large piles of trash, garbage, furniture (that)…cannot be picked up by an individual in 1-2 hours”

3.  Any other hazards

Housing  Court  General  Considerations
1. Garbage or clutter that prevents movement through house or use for intended purpose
2.  Garbage causing infestation or health concerns

3. Animals not cared for or posing health risk

4.  Combustible materials near source that could ignite – stove, heating vents, portable heaters

Animal Cruelty Standards (MGL chapter 272: Sec 77)
1. Animal food and water not fresh, full of dirt, contaminants, infestation

2. Cage or animal living area has accumulation of feces, urine, vomit, soiled or wet bedding; bad odors

3.  Animal appears unhealthy – sneezing, eye discharge, hair loss or excessive scratching, diarrhea, excessive fleas
Practical considerations
1.  Clutter that prevents access for inspections or repair

2.  Rotted food

3.  Non-functioning (due to clutter or unsanitary conditions) appliances, smoke detectors or carbon monoxide detectors

4.  Unsanitary toilet or other plumbing

5.  Mold buildup

6.  Animal waste or untended litter box
7.  Falling or other accident hazard due to clutter 

8.  No space or no sanitary space to clean, prepare and serve food
